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INTRODUCTION 

Uiider the authority of the Comprehensive Environmentiil Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980 (CERCLA) and the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 
(SARA), the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) is conducting a Site Inspection 
Sampling Event at Travis Field, located in Chatham County, Georgia (EPA TD# 
CTAD9S43079 18, CERCLIS # 05843). The purpose of the investigation is to gather data which is 
necessary to further evaluate the site and to verify the scoring conducted during the September 
1996 Preliminary As.se.s.smenL 

SITE DESCRIPTION AND REGULATORY AND OPERATIONAL HISTORY 

Location 

The Travis Field site consists of three abandoned landfills located on the former Chatham 
Army Airfield. The airport is now owned and operated by the City of Savannah as the Savannah 
Intemational Airport. Travis Field is located in the northwest quadrant of Chatham County, 
Georgia, approximately 8 miles northwest of Savannah, Georgia. All three of the sites are 
located off of Georgia State Route 307 (Dean Forest Road). 

Landfill No. I is an inactive landfill located at LAT 32° 7' l2.65'7LONG 81" 11' 5.8", 
which is approximately 750 feet east of State Route 307. I-andtlll No. 1 is the largest of the three 
laiTidfill area.s and covers approximately 15 acresj The landfill was built on a former wetland and 
is surrounded by wetland areas. Although the site topography is rather flat, access to the site is 
difficult due to dense brush and trees. 

I 
Landtlll No. 2 is an inactive landfill located at LAT 32" T 5.177LONG 81" 11' 18.3". h 

is also located off of Slate Route 307 and is located southwest of landfill no. 1. The landfill 
covers approximately 7 acres. A drainage ditch borders the soutlicm boundary of the site. An 
active gas station and a Georgia Air National Guiird (GANG) Petroleum, Oils and Lubricant 
(POL) depot are located across the drainage ditch from the site. This landfill was also built on a 
former wetland and is heavily overgrown with vegetation making access to the sile difficult. 

Landfill No. 3 is an inactive landfill located at LAT 32" 8' 16.71"/LONG 81" 12' 49.65" 
The site is located between Gulfstream Road and Airways Road in the northwest quadrant of the 
Savannah International Airport. The site covers approximately 12 acres and is located 
approximately 1,000 feet northwest of (he air traffic control tower. A large pond is located in the 
middle of the site. Adjacent lo the pond is a large hill which may be a result from previously 
excavating the area that is now the pond. The site is located in a wetland habitat. St. Augustine 
Creek is located across Gulfstream Road from the site (see Figure 1). 
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Hi.storicaI Site Operation.s 

Between September 1, 1942, and May 8, 1944, the Army Air Force acquired 2,462.29 
acres for Travis Field. The original acquisition was for use by the Army Air Force as an 
emergency auxiliary landing field. The site was eventually used as a command ba.sc and training 
station for the Second Bomb Wing of the Army Air Corps. The airport became known as 
Chatham Field. Military development ceased after World War II. Most of the airfield was 
declared Surplu-s on April 3. 1947. Complete withdrawal from the War Assets AdininLstration 
was approved in October 1948. A Ceititlcitc of Transfer, dated November 28, 1948, conveyed 
the properly from the War Assets Administration to the Air Force, and the name CZhatham Field 
was changed to Chatham Air Force Base on June 23, 1949. All property leased or owned by the 
Federal Government was transferred to the City of Savannah for use as a civilian airport on July 
5, 1950. Since 1950, the property that included landfllls no.l and no. 2 was .sold to private sector 
interests, and this property is currently owned by Norfolk Southem Riiilway Company, landfill 
no. 3 is still on Savannali Intemational Airport property. 

At landfill no. 1, documented disposed material included construction material/debris, 
appliance parts, pole timbers, shingles (suspected asbestos-containing materials (ACM)), and 
unlabelled drums of unknown content. The landfill materials were not identified during the on-
.site reconnaissance, however most of the site could not be accessed due to the overgrown 
vegetation. 

At landfill no. 2, numerous 55-gallon drums were noted by the consultants for the Corps 
of Engineers. The drums had labeLs identifying the drum contents as lube oil, u-sed JP-4, and 
solvents. In addition, landfill no. 2 contained .spent oil filters, paint cans, suspected AC3M 
shingles, parts cleaning equipment, and construction materials. I>uring the on-site 
reconnaissance, various household waste and paint cans were identified. Again, the entire site 
could not be accessed due to the overgrown vegetation. 

At landfill no.3, documented debris included numerous drums, paint cans, oil filters, 
cleaning solvent containers, 5-gallon plastic cans, metal debris, suspected ACM shingles, and 
appliance parts. During the on-site reconnaissance, drums were identified in different locations 
across the site. Also, a low lying area, which is lixiated next to the large pond and adjacent to the 
large hill, was identified which contained various solid waste including paint cans, drums, and 
car parts. 

Removal activities have not taken place al any of the landfill sites. The investigation 
derived wastes (IDW) are currently located in drums on site IRef 2]. 

http://ba.sc
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Past Activities 

The Army Corps of Engineers has conducted subsurface investigations and site 
assessments at the site as pan of the United Stales Array Corps of Engineer's Defense 
Environmental Restoration Program—Formerly Utilized Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS) Program. 
A phase I site investigation wa.s conducted in 1993 by Ebasco to determine if the three landfills 
had contaminated the soil and groundwater fromipast Department of Defense activities. 

A supplemental site investigation was conducted in 1995 to gather additional information 
and data in regai-ds to the contamination previously identified in 1993. Information regarding 
potential receptors and the surrounding areas was researched in order to evaluate the site and its 
associated ri.sk to human health and the environment. The results of the supplemental site 
investigation were submitted to EPD in July of 1996. The investigations included conductivity 
and electromagnetic surveys to identify the boundaries of the landfill areas. The investigations 
also included the sampling and analyses of soil and groundwater. 

COLLECTION OF NON-SAMPLING DATA 

A visual site inspection will be conducted to verify the presence and characteristics of the 
reported surface water bodies located on landfills #l'and #2 to the definition of a surface water 
body (containing water year-round). The absence of water in the ditches may affect the .scoring 
of the surface water pathway. 

SAMPLING ACTIVITIES 

Objectives 

Tlic purpKiSe of the sampling event is to verify contamination in the reported surface water 
bodies and to also gather data that was lacking from the previously conducted investigations at 
the site. The site inspection sampling will be geared toward suspected contaminated receptors 
and possible migration pathways. The results of the sampling event may alter the previously 
conducted scoring of the site. 

Instructions for all Field Activities 

A field reconnaissance will be conducted on all three landfill sites by two EPD staff 
members. While conducting the reconnaissance, information will be documented regarding any 
hydrologic barriers, on-site surface water bodies, nearby off-site surface water bodies, and 
potential migration pathways. The quality assurance program for the sampling event will consist 
of collecting a sample duplicate, and a field blank. Trip blanks will not be collected during the 
sampling event due to the lack of need for the testing of volatiles. Rinseate blanks will not be 
collected since decontamination measures will not take place on site. 

http://ri.sk
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The area lo be sampled on landfill #1 is an ai^a downgradient of the landfill which was 
reported as being a surface water body. If surface water is present, then a sediment sample will 
be collected for analy.ses. If surface water is not present, then a soil sample will be collected. 
Please refer to Figures 1 and 2 ftjr the proposed sampling location and the potentiometric map 
[Ref. 1]. A soil sample will also be collected from an area not suspected tu be contaminated. 
This sample will be evaluated as a background sample. Table 1 contains the proposed analyses. 

The area to be sampled on landfill #2 is also downgradient of the landfill. A sediment 
sample or a soil sample, dependent on the presence or absence of a surface water body, will be 
collected from the location. A soil sample will also be collected from an area not suspected to be 
contaminated. Please refer to Figures 3 and 4 for the proposed sampling location and the 
potentiometric map [Ref. 1J. 

i 
The on-site pond located at landfill #3 will be sampled and analyzed. The pond has not 

been sampled to date and is suspected to be contaminated. An upgradient pond, not suspected to 
be contaminated, will be sampled for a surface water background concentration. A ditch, located 
between the pond and the probable point of entry to St. Augustine Creek will be siunpied to 
determine if the ditch is a possible migration pathway. The probable point of entry to the creek 
will also be sampled along with an upgradient creek sample. A soil sample will also be collected 
from an area not suspected to be contaminated. Please refer to Figures 5 and 6 for the proposed 
sampling location and the potentiometric map [Ref. 1]. Please refer to Table 1 for the proposed 
analyses. j 

The .samples will not be filtered. The purpose behind all of the sampUng locations is to 
gather additional data on the .surface water pathway. 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

Sampling Crew 

\ 
I'wo EPD staff members will conduct the field reconnaissance and sampling event at the 

site. Tracy Heard, an environmental specialist, will choose the sampling locations and organize 
the sampling event. Rusty Kestle, a geologist, will provide oversight for the sampling event and 
will assist with the sample collection. Soil, sediment, and surface water samples will be 
collected during the sampling event. The samples will be collected via hand augers, stainless 
steel spoons, and water dippers. Decontamination will not lake place due to the fact that clean, 
sampling equipment will be used for each sample. The sample containers arc all sterile and 
contain the necessary preservatives for analyses. All of the samples will be analyzed by the EPD 
laboratory and the various analyses include metals, pesticides, and BTEX. 

Two 8-hour days, February 26 and Febmary 27, 1997, are being allocated for the field 
reconnaissance and the sampling event. The samples will be delivered to the EPD laboratory in 
Atlanta. 
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The project manager of the site under the Army Corps of Engineers will be notified of the 
investigation and will be sent a copy of the sampling plan approximately one week before the 
sampling event. 

References 

1. Ebasco, 1996. Draft Final Report/Supplemental Site InvestiKation of Three Abandt)ned 
Landfill Sites. 

2. Site Reconnaissance. Travis Field Site, Savannah, Chatham County, August 7-8, 1996, 
conducted by 'i'racy L. Heard and Mark Smith. 
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Table 1 
Samples and Proposed Analyses 

Sample Name 

1 I.Fl-A 

LFl-BG 

LFl-T(trip blank) 

LF2-A 

LF2-BG 

LF2-BG(dup) 

1 LF3-A 

LF3-AI 

LF3-B 

1 LF3-C 

LF3-D 

1 LF3-D1 

LF3-ii 

LF3.Faield blank) 

1 LFl-SV^BO**** 

LF2-SWBG**** 

Media 

soil or sediment 
1 

soil 

laboratory water 

.soil or sediment 

1 

soil 

soil 
I 

seditnctit 

surtace water 

sediment 
1 

soil or sediment 

sediment 

surface water 

surface water 
1 
1 

laboratory water 

sediment 
1 

sediment 

Analyses 

metals, VOCs, SVOCs. pcsl. 

metals, VOCs, SVOCs, pest. | 

VOCs 1 

metals, VOCs. SVOCs, pest, 
BTEX 1 

metals, VOCs, SVOCs, pest., 
BTEX 1 

metals, VOCs, SVOCs, pest., 
BTEX 1 

metals | 

metals 

metals 

metals 

metuls 

metals 

metals ] 

metal.s, VOCs, SVOCs, pest. | 

metals, VOCs, SVOCs, pest. 

**++ Sample collection dependent upon field conditions 
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oaxEiUiia ZHreaiMATXOM 

WACVaXr̂ C NAME: y/r4vi'£ fteXpf CONTACT 

DZIUCCTZOHS TO rACXZ.XTX: (Accaoi* map I t p o s s l b l * ) 
• ^ ^ \ U J 

eXGBICY XMFORMA^XOM 

SpecXAL ACCESS ftEQOXRKMeNTS: \»k»'r(^M. ?..( 

EHEXCBICY 

AHaOLAMCKl • _ . " ^ TSLEgHOWa« 7>^ 

POLIOS 7 ._. ;;;;_ TELEPHQWE t 4 / / 
r i R E OCPiUl ' I^eNT! - ^ TELEPHDMgi y f 
a i V Z / r i R Z eVACUKTZOM SXCNALSf 

XHFORHATZOt* SOUHCSS 
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KSPt 
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5 T A T t i _ 
•BFAr 
FART Ar 
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OTHERr 
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HA8AAD0US 1fASTCt_ 
WATER? 

STATOS 
AIR: O T H W l 

SUrwiAity OA RzauXATSD UNJfTS AHD SWHOS; ( Z m i l c a t e n u m b e r o f u n i c s ) 

IMIOFILlaS I 
WXSTS 9 Z X . E S I 
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TANK FARMS: S>4NUS: 
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. • _ . I - - ! • I 1 1 1 -
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PREVTOUS RELEASES/ACCXDENfS OR COHPtAINTSl 

AXR 

SOIL , ffl^, y a i ^ i ^ a. 
SORrAO; WATBR M i ^ M ^ 

XMDDSTRXAIi ACCXDKNTS 

CDMPLAXNTS 

( C o m c c a d ? YES/NO) 

A/a 

M, 

Unu^yj^Voit/tJ^/Ot^f.S'hciii^i A> re j .^»uA^ 'A(g r e . ' ^ O i \ J ( f i ^ s i f c . 
y 

HEALTH ANO SAFBTr HAZAItOS 
B r l « ; : . y Ind l caCf t h a a a r d typo* A n u c h a d d l f c i o n a l p a ^ t t s i f n e c e s a a r y . 

EXPLOSXOM/OXVQSN DEPlCXS^fCY HAZARDS: 

RAOZATIOM HAZARDS: 

NONE ( C i r c l a i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

NON£ ( C i r i ^ l e i f i i p u X l c a b l a ) 

TOXIC HAZAROSi i MONE ( C i s c l a «« a p p U c a b i e ) 
S r i - a ' ly^ s u n o a r i z e c h o n i c a l a hai td lad on\ s i c a t Add a c r a c > i n a n e i f 
n a e c a s a r y . I n d l C A t a i f c h a s e e x i s t i n , a c o n t r o l l v d a t i a e e . R e f e r 
t o P a r e A A p p U c a c i o n I f l i a t l a e x c e n a i v e . 

tINIJSOAI. PHySlCAL HAZARDS.' 

(nrUStJAL BXOXXJCXCA& HAZARDS: 

NONE ( C i r c l e i ^ *»aLi=aii . : .e ' 

NONE ( C i r c l e i f a c p l l c a b l e ) 

CHECK I F P1lOal.BM BXPBCTBO: NOI^C BEAT iSrRES.S COLO STRSSS 

OVERAr.L RAZAAO RATIKOJ (CIKtXE ONE! 

VERT S lCa BIGH 
(LEV^T. A) (LZVEL a j 

(ASSISTANC2 NECESSARy) (ASSISTANCE MECESSARy) 

MEDIUM 
(X.EVEL CJ 

fHONlTORJMG RE 
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tomA b o o t s ) 

M**d*d e h c o u g h o u t e n ' c l r a 
f a c i U i T ? i ^ f B o , l l « t i a r e a C a ) 
o r t a a l e ( s ) where n e a d e d 

READ AHO BTZ 

n C E SHIELD 
QOaaXaXS 
BOXSE PROTECTION 

RESPXRATORyi 

APR 
APR CARTRIDGE 
B9CAPE MASK 
OTHER 

CLOTRXNQt 

T W C K COVERALL 
fiARANEX COVERAU. 
COTTON COVERAIi 
SPLASH S D I T 
GVBnSOOTS 
RAXU GEAR 
OTHER 

Gheclc 
i f 
Naedsd 

^ 

TYPE 

^ } ± ^ i 
MXSCELZJVNEOOS i 

A'AaOditM. J PU<tfe^P^fKCi>-

U W L A OR S MEEOeOT C o n t r a c t o r o r ESPT A r aaa / tA aK a whare n e e d e d 

LSVCL A^ 
LEVEL B " 

AIR WOWtTORrWC TTPE 

•TOXIC 
EXPLOS X VB/OXTCBI 
RADXATIOW 
ROMS 

t 

i 

C o n d u c t e d b y 

FACILITY 
1 
i 
1 

ESD 
OTHER 
OTHER 1 

Agfea»/ta«)c« where n a e d a d 




